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Kenneth Mackenzie, also known as Coinneach Odhar or the Brahan Seer, was a legendary
Scottish clairvoyant. Unlike Nostradamus, many of predictions attributed to the Brahan Seer are
very straightforward and literal, instead of being cloaked in word games, riddles and allegory.

About the AuthorAndrew Lang (March, 31, 1844 July 20, 1912) was a Scottish writer and literary
critic who is best known as a collector of folk and fairy tales. Lang s academic interests extended
beyond the literary and he was a noted contributor to the fields of anthropology, folklore,
psychical research, history, and classic scholarship, as well as the inspiration for the University
of St. Andrew s Andrew Lang Lectures. A prolific author, Lang published more than 100 works
during his career, including twelve fairy books, in which he compiled folk and fairy tales from
around the world. Lang s Lilac Fairy and Red Fairy books are credited with influencing J. R. R.
Tolkien, who commented on the importance of fairy stories in the modern world in his 1939
Andrew Lang Lecture On Fairy-Stories. --This text refers to an alternate kindle_edition edition.
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The Prophecies Of The Brahan Seer By Alexander MackenzieTHE BRAHAN SEER AND
SECOND SIGHTBY ANDREW LANG.MR. MACKAY has asked me to make a few comments on
Mr. Mackenzie's "Prophecies of the Brahan Seer," and I do so for the sake of old times and old
ideas. Unlike Mr Mackenzie, I can unblushingly confess the belief that there probably are
occasional instances of second sight, that is, of "premonitions." I know too many examples
among persons of my acquaintance, mostly Lowlanders or English, to have any doubt about the
matter. Hegel was of the same opinion, and was not ashamed to include second sight in his vast
philosophic system. 1 As to the modus of second sight, "how it is done," in fact, I have no theory.
If there is a psychical element in man, if there is something more than a mechanical result of
physical processes in nerve, brain, and blood, then we cannot set any limit to the range of
"knowledge super-normally acquired." "Time and space are only hallucinations," as a
philosopher has audaciously remarked. They may be transcended by the spirit in man, et voilà
pourquoi votre fille est muette! This explanation, of course, is of the vaguest, but I have no better
to suggest.By an odd coincidence, two cases of second sight, of recent date, in the experience
of an educated lady, reached me yesterday at first hand, and, as I pen these words another
(knowledge of a death at a distance) comes to me from a distinguished philologist. But he thinks
he was ten minutes out in his reckoning, which, allowing for difference of watches, is not much. A
fourth case is from a Royal Academician, an intimate friend. He and a lady, also of my
acquaintance, were being shewn over a beautiful new house by the owner. My friend, in the
owner's bedroom, turned pale. The lady, when they went out, asked him what ailed him. "I saw
X-------"(the owner of the house) "lying dead in his bed." X-------died within a month, which would
be thought fair work in the Highlands. An odder case occurred last year. On June 15, a lady, well
known to me, and in various fields of literature, told me that, calling on another lady the day
before, she had seen a vision of a man, previously unknown to her, who thrust a knife into her



friend's left side. I offered to bet £100 against fulfilment. In autumn my friend, again calling at the
same house, met the man of her vision on the doorsteps. Entering, she found her friend dying,
as her constitution did not rally after an operation on her left side, performed by the man of the
vision, who was a surgeon. This is much in the Highland manner. Of the Seers here alluded to
(and I might add many other modern instances in my own knowledge), only one was Celtic. For
savage examples which illustrate the belief (though evidence cannot, of course, be procured
with exactness), I may be permitted to refer to my "Making of Religion" (pp. 72-158). The kind of
story is always the same. And the legends of St. Columba, in Adamnan, are much on a par, in
many cases, with modern examples in The Proceedings of the Society for Physchical Research.
The uniformity of the reports argues the existence of some facts at their base.While I am
credulous to this extent, I vastly prefer modern cases, at first hand, and corroborated (as when I
can swear that the lady told me of her vision before its fulfilment), to the rumours of the Brahan
Seer. We can scarcely ever, except as to the deaf Seaforth, find any evidence that the
prophecies were recorded before the event. In many cases fulfilment could only occur, either in
the ancient fighting Clan society, or under its revival, to which we cannot look with much
confidence. The prophecies about sheep one has no evidence to prove earlier than, say, 1770.
As to the burning of the Seer, if it really had clerical sanction, why are Kirk Sessions' Registers
not brought forward as proof? Have they been examined for this purpose? We are, in fact,
dealing with poetical legend, not with evidence.In one respect Kenneth is peculiar, among
Highland Seers. He is a "Crystal-gazer," whether his "gibber" (as Australian savages call divining
stones) was blue, or grey, or pearly, perforated or not. This use of stones, usually crystals, or
black stones, I have found among Australians, Tonkaways, Aztecs, Incas, Samoyeds,
Polynesians, Maoris, Greeks, Egyptians, in Fez: water, ink, or blood being also employed to
stare at. The whole topic is discussed in my book already cited, with many modern examples.
Now I do not, elsewhere, know more than one or two cases of this kind of divination in the
Highlands. The visions are usually spontaneous and uninvoked, except when the seer uses the
blade-bone of a sheep. In the interests of Folk Lore, or Psychology, or both, people who have the
opportunity should record cases of the use of divining stones in the Highlands. It is even more
desirable that the statements of second-sighted men (they are common enough, to my personal
knowledge, in Sutherland, Lochaber, and Glencoe) should be taken down before fulfilment.
Unless this is done, the predictions, as matter of evidence, go for nothing. We must try to
discover the percentage of failures, before we can say whether the successes are not due to
chance coincidence, or to misstatement, or to mere imposture. I have little or no doubt that the
Ferrintosh story (told in this book) is a misconception, based on the actual calamity at Fearn,
long after the Seer was dead. In fact, like Dr. Johnson, I want more evidence. He was ready to
believe, but unconvinced. I am rather more credulous, but it would be very easy to upset my
faith, and certainly it cannot be buttressed by vague reports on the authority of tradition. It may
be urged that to inquire seriously into such things is to encourage superstition. But if inquiry
merely unearthed failure and imposture, even superstition would be discouraged.Footnotes;1



"Philosophie der Gheistes," werke vii. 179. Berlin, 1845.

The Prophecies Of The Brahan Seer By Alexander MackenzieTHE PROPHECIES OF THE
BRAHAN SEER: COINNEACH ODHAR FIOSAICHE.HE gift of prophecy, second-sight, or
"Taibhsearachd," claimed for and believed by many to have been possessed, in an eminent
degree, by Coinneach Odhar, the Brahan Seer, is one, the belief in which scientific men and
others of the present day accept as unmistakable signs of looming, if not of actual insanity. We
all are, or would be considered, scientific in these days. It will, therefore, scarcely be deemed
prudent for any one who wishes to lay claim to the slightest modicum of common sense, to say
nothing of an acquaintance with the elementary principles of science, to commit to paper his
ideas on such a subject, unless he is prepared, in doing so, to follow the common horde in their
all but universal scepticism.Without committing ourselves to any specific faith on the subject,
however difficult it may be to explain away what follows on strictly scientific grounds, we shall
place before the reader the extraordinary predictions of the Brahan Seer. We have had slight
experiences of our own, which we would hesitate to dignify by the name of second-sight. It is
not, however, with our own experiences that we have at present to do, but with the "Prophecies"
of Coinneach Odhar Fiosaiche. He is beyond comparison the most distinguished of all our
Highland Seers, and his prophecies have been known throughout the whole country for more
than two centuries. The popular faith in them has been, and still continues to be, strong and
wide-spread. Sir Walter Scott, Sir Humphrey Davy, Mr. Morrit, Lockhart, and other eminent
contemporaries of the "Last of the Seaforths" firmly believed in them. Many of them were well
known, and recited from generation to generation, centuries before they were fulfilled. Some of
them have been fulfilled in our own day, and many are still unfulfilled.Not so much with the view
of protecting ourselves from the charge of a belief in such superstitious folly (for we would
hesitate to acknowledge any such belief), but as a slight palliation for obtruding such nonsense
on the public, we may point out, by the way, that the sacred writers--who are now believed by
many of the would-be-considered-wise to have been behind the age, and not near so wise and
farseeing as we are--believed in second-sight, witchcraft, and other visions of a supernatural
kind. But then we shall be told by our scientific friends that the Bible itself is becoming obsolete,
and that it has already served its turn; being only suited for an unenlightened age in which men
like Shakspere, Milton, Newton, Bacon, and such unscientific men could be considered
distinguished. The truth is that on more important topics than the one we are now considering,
the Bible is laid aside by many of our would-be-scientific lights, whenever it treats of anything
beyond the puny comprehension of the minds and intellectual vision of these omniscient
gentlemen. We have all grown so scientific that the mere idea of supposing anything possible
which is beyond the intellectual grasp of the scientific enquirer cannot be entertained, although
even he must admit, that in many cases, the greatest men in science, and the mightiest
intellects, find it impossible to understand or explain away many things as to the existence of
which they have no possible doubt. We even find the clergy slightly inconsistent in questions of



this kind. They solemnly desire to impress us with the fact that ministering spirits hover about the
couches and apartments in which the dying Christian is drawing near the close of his existence,
and preparing to throw off his mortal coil; but were we to suggest the possibility of any mere
human being, in any conceivable manner having had indications of the presence of these
ghostly visitors, or discovering any signs or premonitions of the early departure of a relative or of
an intimate friend, our heathen ideas and devious wanderings from the safe channel of clerical
orthodoxy and consistent inconsistency, would be howled against, and paraded before the
faithful as the grossest superstition, with an enthusiasm and relish possible only to a strait-laced
ecclesiastic. Clerical inconsistency is, however, not our present theme.Many able men have
written on the Second-sight, and to some of them we shall refer in the following pages;
meanwhile our purpose is to place before the reader the Prophecies of the Brahan Seer, as far
as we have been able to procure them. We are informed that a considerable collection of them
has been made by the late Alexander Cameron of Lochmaddy, author of the "History and
Traditions of the Isle of Skye," but we were unable to discover into whose possession the
manuscript found its way; we hope, however, that this reference may bring it to light.Kenneth
Mackenzie, better known as Coinneach Odhar, the Brahan Seer (according to Mr. Maclennan),
was born at Baile-na-Cille, in the Parish of Uig and Island of Lews, about the beginning of the
seventeenth century. Nothing particular is recorded of his early life, but when he had just entered
his teens, he received a stone in the following manner, by which he could reveal the future
destiny of man:--While his mother was one evening tending her cattle in a summer shealing on
the side of a ridge called Cnoceothail, which overlooks the burying-ground of Baile-na-Cille, in
Uig, she saw, about the still hour of midnight, the whole of the graves in the churchyard opening,
and a vast multitude of people of every age, from the newly born babe to the grey-haired sage,
rising from their graves, and going away in every conceivable direction. In about an hour they
began to return, and were all soon after back in their graves, which closed upon them as before.
But, on scanning the burying-place more closely, Kenneth's mother observed one grave, near
the side, still open. Being a courageous woman, she determined to ascertain the cause of this
singular circumstance, so, hastening to the grave, and placing her "cuigeal" (distaff) athwart its
mouth (for she had heard it said that the spirit could not enter the grave again while that
instrument was upon it), she watched the result. She had not to wait long, for in a minute or two
she noticed a fair lady coming in the direction of the churchyard, rushing through the air, from the
north. On her arrival, the fair one addressed her thus--"Lift thy distaff from off my grave, and let
me enter my dwelling of the dead." "I shall do so," answered the other, "when you explain to me
what detained you so long after your neighbours." "That you shall soon hear," the ghost replied;
"My journey was much longer than theirs--I had to go all the way to Norway." She then
addressed her:--"I am a daughter of the King of Norway; I was drowned while bathing in that
country; my body was found on the beach close to where we now stand, and I was interred in
this grave. In remembrance of me, and as a small reward for your intrepidity and courage, I shall
possess you of a valuable secret--go and find in yonder lake a small round blue stone, which



give to your son, Kenneth, who by it shall reveal future events." She did as requested, found the
stone, and gave it to her son, Kenneth. No sooner had he thus received the gift of divination than
his fame spread far and wide. He was sought after by the gentry throughout the length and
breadth of the land, and no special assembly of theirs was complete unless Coinneach Odhar
was amongst them. Being born on the lands of Seaforth, in the Lews, he was more associated
with that family than with any other in the country, and he latterly removed to the neighbourhood
of Loch Ussie, on the Brahan estate, where he worked as a common labourer on a neighbouring
farm. He was very shrewd and clear-headed, for one in his menial position; was always ready
with a smart answer, and if any attempted to raise the laugh at his expense, seldom or ever did
he fail to turn it against his tormentors.There are various other versions of the manner in which
he became possessed of the power of divination. According to one--His mistress, the farmer's
wife, was unusually exacting with him, and he, in return, continually teased, and, on many
occasions, expended much of his natural wit upon her, much to her annoyance and chagrin.
Latterly, his conduct became so unbearable that she decided upon disposing of him in a manner
which would save her any future annoyance. On one occasion, his master having sent him away
to cut peats, which in those days were, as they now are in more remote districts, the common
article of fuel, it was necessary to send him his dinner, he being too far from the house to come
home to his meals, and the farmer's wife so far carried out her intention of destroying him, that
she poisoned his dinner. It was somewhat late in arriving, and the future prophet feeling
exhausted from his honest exertions in his master's interest and from want of food, lay down on
the heath and fell into a heavy slumber. In this position he was suddenly awakened by feeling
something cold in his breast, which on examination he found to be a small white stone, with a
hole through the centre. He looked through it, when a vision appeared to him which revealed the
treachery and diabolical intention of his mistress. To test the truth of the vision, he gave the
dinner intended for himself to his faithful collie; the poor brute writhed, and died soon after in the
greatest agony.The following version is supplied by Mr. Macintyre, teacher, Arpafeelie:--Although
the various accounts as to the manner in which Coinneach Odhar became gifted with second-
sight differ in some respects, yet they generally agree in this, that it was acquired while he was
engaged in the humble occupation of cutting peats or divots, which were in his day, and still are
in many places, used as fuel throughout the Highlands of Scotland. On the occasion referred to,
being somewhat fatigued, he lay down, resting his head upon a little knoll, and waited the arrival
of his wife with his dinner, whereupon he fell fast asleep. On awaking, he felt something hard
under his head, and examining the cause of the uneasiness, discovered a small round stone
with a hole through the middle. He picked it up, and looking through it, saw by the aid of this
prophetic stone that his wife was coming to him with a dinner consisting of sowans and milk,
polluted, though unknown to her, in a manner which, as well as several other particulars
connected with it, we forbear to mention. But Coinneach found that though this stone was the
means by which a supernatural power had been conferred upon him, it had, on its very first
application, deprived him of the sight of that eye with which he looked through it, and he



continued ever afterwards cam, or blind of an eye.



Scottish Manitou, “(Sort of like the film Highlander but with prophets. This book is loaded with
insights into the predictions of Scotland's most (in)famous prophet, the Brahan Seer. The level of
detail - particularly with regards to the minutiae of his prophecies - is astonishing. The book fails,
however, to illuminate the elusive seer's identity. I grew up hearing my father's stories of
Coinneach Odhar from Uig on the Scottish Isle of Lewis, seventh son of a seventh son, and
gifted with second sight that allowed him to see the future more clearly than most people could
see the present. This Coinneach Odhar became known to Lewismen as the 'Brahan Seer'. My
father spent his childhood in Lewis, where these anecdotal tales were part of the oral tradition,
passed down through generations, ostensibly unaltered. I had hoped Mackenzie's book would
shine a light on this Coinneach Odhar, bringing him into clear focus. Rather, it did the opposite.
Mackenzie proposes several Brahan Seer candidates, ranging across centuries and locations,
giving murky descriptions of each (but offering outrageously specific details of alleged
prophecies), even entertaining the possibility that the 'Brahan Seer' of folk infamy might be a
mixture of various prophets who lived in different parts of Scotland across a wide time range: a
hybrid of several real humans mythologised into one 'superseer'. (Sort of like the film Highlander
but with prophets: "There can be only one!")If you want a book to crystallise your ideas of who
the Brahan Seer was, give this a wide berth. It'll only scramble your mind. If, on the other hand,
you're more concerned with the contents of his prophecies, delve in. Some of them are so wired-
to-the-moon mental that you'll think, "He was off his trolley. How could that prediction ever come
to pass?" Then you'll read on and discover that it did come to pass. There are many such
revelations along the way. The book's written in a stiffly information-delivering style that lacks
humour and readability, but there's humour in a few of the prophecies (although most are dark
and doom-laden). If you're interested in the subject matter you might make it all the way through
the book, but only as a result of dogged determination. The prose doesn't exactly entertain.”

Banjo007, “Buy this book I love it. Worth every penny, good read and very interesting.”

diteser, “good read. good insight into the future on from a scottish perspective, hopefully i'll live
long enough see the end results?”

Jack, “Brahan Seer. This was bought through curiosity as I had read snippets over the years ,but
I gather there are more than one publisher and it referee's to most of northern and western
Scotland and is very interesting of things that he predicted that have come true ?”

The book by Alexander Mackenzie has a rating of 5 out of 3.9. 24 people have provided
feedback.
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